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WITH Don Revie pulling the strings Leeds
United were one of the most feared club
sides in the world in the early 1970s, boast-
ing the likes of midfield enforcer Billy Brem-
ner, wing wizard Eddie Gray and the striking
talents of Peter Lorimer.

The team won the English title in 1974
and lost to Bayern Munich in the European
Cup Final in 1975. 

Thirty-odd years on, these are very dif-
ferent times at Leeds. For the first time since
the club was formed in 1920, they will start
the coming season outside of the top two
tiers in English football in Division One.

On Wednesday, the club were sold back
to former chairman Ken Bates. With debts
of £35 million ($107 million), including £7.7
million in unpaid taxes, Bates had put Leeds
in administration in May, just before the end
of the 2006/07 Championship season.  

At the time, relegation was already almost
certain, so the punishment of a 10-point de-
duction for entering administration was hard-
ly a catastrophe, it allowed the club to start
the new season with a clean slate.  

Seven years ago Leeds were playing in
the semi-finals of the Champions League,
16 years ago they were English champions.

The club finished in the top five of the
English Premiership in each of the five sea-
sons from 1998 to 2002.  

However, under then chairman Peter
Ridsdale, the club had borrowed £60 million
to finance their progress on the field, and re-
paying the loan required revenue from qual-
ifying for the Champions League each sea-
son, which the club failed to do from 2002
onwards.  

By the time Ridsdale left the club in
March 2003, Leeds were £103 million in
debt and have been paying the price ever
since, both on and off the pitch. One inter-
esting development of Leeds’ relegation to
Division 1 is that there will be no West York-
shire side in the top two tiers of English foot-
ball for the first time since 1903.  

Another Yorkshire side relegated last
season and also recently linked with court pro-
ceedings are Sheffield United.   

Any hope the Blades had of being rein-
stated to the Premiership at the expense of
West Ham United looked to have disappeared
with the ruling last week by an arbitration
panel that the decision not to dock points from
the Hammers over the Carlos Tevez affair
could not be impeached.  

With the relegation of Sheffield United,
there will be no South Yorkshire side in the
Premiership for the seventh time in eight sea-
sons since 2000-01. 

Indeed these are tough times in Yorkshire
as for the third time in four seasons, the re-

gion will not have any representative in the
Premiership.  

In contrast, with West Ham United stay-
ing up, London will have five clubs in the
Premiership next season.  

London has had five or more clubs in Eng-
land’s top flight every season since the Pre-
miership kicked off 1992.  

One obvious factor why the city can sus-
tain five or more clubs in the Premiership
(and 13 clubs in all of England’s profession-
al leagues) is that it has a much larger pop-
ulation than the six metropolitan counties.

However, as a percentage of the popu-
lation, far fewer people regularly attended foot-
ball matches in London in 2006-07 (4.1 per
cent) as compared to South Yorkshire (6.2
per cent).  

The low ratio in London is not surpris-
ing as the cosmopolitan city provides many
alternative forms of entertainment for the pop-
ulation other than football.

If the fact that Arsenal, Chelsea and Tot-
tenham regularly attract fans from neigh-
bouring counties in the south-east of England
is taken into account, the ratio for London
would be even lower.  

Where once Elland Road was a fortress
with the natives packing the stadium out,
the current low ratio at Leeds in West York-
shire (see table) is not surprising consider-
ing the club’s current predicament.

In 2006-07, only Tyne & Wear (7.3 per
cent) and Greater Manchester (6.9 per cent)
had higher ratios than South Yorkshire.  

While the high ratio for Greater Man-
chester is mainly down to Manchester Unit-
ed’s average home attendance of 75,826,
the ratio for Tyne & Wear appears to confirm
what is often said about the region — that is
a football hotbed.  

While several clubs in London, the West
Midlands, Greater Manchester, Merseyside
and Tyne & Wear have attracted wealthy in-
vestors recently, Yorkshire sides have at-
tracted nowhere near the same level of in-
terest despite the fact people there do want
to go to stadiums to watch games.  

The hard times that have befallen Leeds
must have been seen by many potential in-
vestors as a deterrence, rather than an op-
portunity. 

As for the two Sheffield clubs, neither has
had any significant success or high profile play-
ers that within living memory immediately
shouts out at a possible suitor.

Without major investment, it is hard to
see Yorkshire’s biggest clubs, Leeds or the
two Sheffield outfits, winning major trophies
any time in the near future.  

Yet, all it may take is a wealthy investor
to see the actual potential of the clubs, take
the plunge, and with the level of fan interest,
the turnaround will not be as difficult as first
thought.

Rajiv Nair has longstanding interests in
football, history, geography, law and busi-
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REGION

London (13 clubs)

West Midlands 
(5 clubs)

Greater Manchester 
(8 clubs)

West Yorkshire (3 clubs)

Merseyside (3 clubs)

South Yorkshire (5 clubs)

Tyne & Wear (2 clubs)

POPULATION

6,829,300

2,618,800

2,533,600

2,061,700

1,438,000

1,288,700

1,123,800

CLUBS THAT HAVE NOT PLAYED IN EPL
(AGGREGATE AVERAGE HOME 
ATTENDANCE IN 06/07)

5 clubs: Barnet, Brentford, Dagenham & Redbridge,
Leyton Orient, Millwall (23,682)

1 club: Walsall (5,676)

3 clubs: Bury, Stockport, Rochdale (11,033)

1 club: Huddersfield (10,572)

1 club: Tranmere (6,930)

2 clubs: Doncaster, Rotherham (12,508)

0 clubs

AVERAGE HOME ATTENDANCE 
IN 06/07 FOR ALL CLUBS IN AREA

Total As % of population

276,616 4.1

126,554 4.8

175,196 6.9

40,879 2.0

87,229 6.1

79,391 6.2

82,573 7.3

CLUBS THAT HAVE PLAYED IN THE EPL 
(AVERAGE HOME ATTENDANCE IN 06/07)

8 clubs: Arsenal (60,045), Charlton (26,195), Chelsea
(41,541), C Palace (17,481), Fulham (22,279), QPR
(12,936), Tottenham (35,739), West Ham (34,719)

4 clubs: A Villa (36,214), Birmingham (22,273), Coventry
(20,381), WBA (20,760), Wolves (21,250)

5 clubs: Bolton (23,606), Man C (39,997), Man U (75,826),
Oldham (6,576), Wigan (18,158)

2 clubs: Leeds U (21,613), Bradford (21,613)

2 clubs: Everton (36,738), Liverpool (43,561)

3 clubs: Barnsley (1997-98) (12,733), Sheff Utd (2006-07)
(30,512), Sheff Wed (1992 to 2000) (23,638)

2 clubs: Newcastle (50,686), Sunderland (31,887)

Yorkshire clubs have fallen on
hard times, but their investment
potential is not in doubt
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