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ALTHOUGH born in
Poplar, Tower Hamlets, at
the heart of Cockney East
London, Harry Redknapp
has developed a long-run-
ning love affair for clubs on

the south coast of England.  
Now the manager at un-

fashionable Portsmouth, Red-
knapp, 60, is quietly plotting a

revolution at the club, which if
successful, will surely go down

as one of the major success stories in the history of the Eng-
lish Premiership. The big aim is to get Pompey into the Uefa
Cup (top seven in the Premiership) and possibly win one
of the domestic Cups. 

With the signing last week of David Nugent from Pre-
ston North End for a reported fee of £6 million ($16.6 mil-
lion), Redknapp’s wheeling and dealing in the transfer mar-
ket has so far seen seven new players captured in the close
season. Besides England striker Nugent, in have come John
Utaka and Arnold Mvuemba (both from Rennes), Sulley
Muntari (Udinese), Sylvain Distin (Manchester City), Her-
mann Hreidarsson (Charlton) and Martin Cranie (from
Southampton).

Bankrolled by new owner Alexandre Gaydamak, a
French businessman of Russian descent, Redknapp’s grand
plan for Portsmouth began last summer when he brought
in three veteran high-profile players. Goalkeeper David
James was signed for £1.2 million from Manchester City,
while England international defender Sol Campbell and
Nigerian star Nwanko Kanu arrived on free transfers from
Arsenal and West Bromwich Albion, respectively.  

Portsmouth flirted with top spot in the Premiership in
the first couple of months, at Christmas they were ninth,
at the end of the 2006-07 campaign they finished ninth –
the highest position for Pompey since 1955.  

After a false start, Redknapp is on his way to hero sta-
tus at Portsmouth, like he already is at Bournemouth, an-
other south coast club.

In 1984, led by Redknapp, Bournemouth, then in the
third tier of English football, stunned the football world by
knocking out holders Manchester United in the third round
of the FA Cup. With the wily Cockney pulling the strings,
Bournemouth were promoted to Division 2 in 1987, the high-
est they have ever been.

Unable to resist the call of home, and the lure of his
former club West Ham United, Redknapp became manag-
er of the East London club in 1992.

Over the span of nine years, Redknapp’s West Ham were
seldom a soft touch.

They usually entertained with their brand of football and
the production line at the club unearthed gems like Paul Ince,
Rio Ferdinand, Joe Cole, Frank Lampard and Jermain Defoe.  

Frustrated at what he called a lack of ambition at board
level, Redknapp fell out with the club in May 2001 and was
soon appointed director of football at Portsmouth.

Within a year, he took over as manager.  
Two years later, he clashed with then club chairman

Milan Mandaric and in a shock move, Redknapp made the
short hop to join Portsmouth’s bitter rivals Southampton
in December 2004.  

Much to the delight of Portsmouth fans, he could not
prevent Southampton’s relegation to the Championship in
2005.  Then, in what will go down as one of the most bizarre
managerial appointments in football history, Redknapp re-
joined Portsmouth in December 2005 after Frenchman
Alain Perrin’s departure, almost a year to the day he took
over at Southampton.  

Eighteen months on, he is hard at work, eager to prove
he can be a hit with Pompey, desperate to restore his rep-
utation, which has been sullied over the last few months by
talk of corruption.

Last September, BBC’s Panorama programme named
Redknapp as one of the managers being investigated for il-
legal activity in the transfer market.

He has vigorously refuted the “bung” allegations. 
While Portsmouth were one of the clubs recently raid-

ed by police in their own investigation into illegal transfer
activity, Redknapp has gone about increasing the strength
of his squad for the campaign ahead.

He identified lack of depth as the main reason the club
failed to secure a place in Europe last season and he is keen
to obtain cover for injuries and loss of form, and to keep his
players on their toes with competition for places.

This time, Redknapp is determined Portsmouth fans,
widely regarded as among the best in England with their
never-ending chanting and singing, will be heard loud and
clear all over the Premiership.

And for the famous Pompey Chimes to eventually be
heard in Europe.

Rajiv Nair has longstanding interests in football, 
history, geography, law and business. He is writing 

in his personal capacity.

WHEEL AND DEAL

CLUB 
(Year joined league)

YEARS IN THE FIRST TIER

1927-1959*, 1987-1988, 2003-date

1966-1974, 1978-2005SOUTHAMPTON
(1920)

BRIGHTON
(1920)

BOURNEMOUTH
(1923)

PORTSMOUTH
(1920)

1979-1983

-

YEARS IN THE SECOND TIER

1924-1927, 1959-1961, 1962-1976,
1983-1987, 1988-2003

1958-1962, 1972-1973, 1977-1979,
1983-1987, 1988-1992, 2002-2003,
2004-2006

1987-1990

1922-1953*, 1960-1966, 1974-1978,
2005 to date

YEARS IN THE THIRD TIER

1920-1924, 1961-1962, 1976-1978,
1980-1983

1920-1958*, 1962-1963, 1965-1972,
1973-1977, 1987-1988, 1992-1996,
2001-2002, 2003-2004, 2006 to date

1920-1922, 1953-1960

1923-1970*, 1971- 1975, 1982-
1987, 1990-2002, 2003 to date

YEARS IN THE FOURTH TIER

1978-1980

1963-1965, 1996-2001

1970-1971, 1975-1982, 2002-2003

-

WHEN HARRY
MET POMPEY
Right now, Redknapp and Portsmouth look like the perfect match

YEARS THAT SOUTH COAST CLUBS HAVE SPENT IN EACH TIER OF ENGLISH FOOTBALL
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