
RAJIV NAIR
sports@newstoday.com.sg

BOTH have a history of underachievement,
Birmingham City are about to be fully con-
trolled by Hong Kong businessman Carson
Yeung, while Manchester City have been
purchased by former Thai Prime Minister
Thaksin Shinawatra.

Both sets of fans are optimistic their re-
spective clubs are on the march, but just
what chance do the two Asian tycoons have
of turning their latest investments into con-
tenders?

The only major trophy Birmingham City
have won in their 132-year history is the
League Cup in 1963.  

By any measure it is a miserable return
for a club that is located in England’s second
most populous city.  

City rivals Aston Villa have a far better
record than Birmingham City; indeed, the
other two historically great West Midlands
clubs, Wolverhampton Wanderers and West
Bromwich Albion, are also ahead of the Blues
in terms of success.  

So what has motivated Yeung to pur-
chase a 29.9 per cent stake in Birmingham
City?  

While the club is still controlled by the
Gold brothers — David and Ralph — and David
Sullivan, Yeung, who purchased the stake
last month for £15 million ($46 million), has
made it clear that he wants to complete a
takeover as soon as possible.   

The Golds and Sullivan, who took over
Birmingham City in 1993, invested heavily
in the club, including the redevelopment of
the St Andrew’s ground.

Over the last few years manager Steve
Bruce has been provided with a decent trans-
fer budget, but the club has found it difficult
to attract the numbers of fans that the own-
ers might have hoped for in the Midlands me-
tropolis.  

Little is known about Yeung who, until
earlier this year, was chairman of Hong Kong
Rangers. 

His personal friend, Steve McManaman,
the former England, Liverpool and Real
Madrid winger, is reported to have acted as
his adviser in his effort to buy an English
club (Reading and Sheffield Wednesday were
rumoured to be his other possible targets),
and is an executive director of Yeung’s com-
pany, Grandtop.   

Yeung has made it clear he wants to
bring Chinese players to Birmingham City,
but he has been careful not to upset Bruce
by making it clear it would depend on the
manager’s requirements.

Tim Bredbury, former coach at Hong
Kong Rangers, accused Yeung of having in-
terfered with team selection when they were
both at the club and Bruce has already warned
he would resign if it happened to him.  

Yeung is certainly looking to market
Birmingham city in China. 

How successful he will be with a club with
the profile of Birmingham City remains to be
seen.  

Without achieving success in England,
how can the club attract fans in China?  

Birmingham City’s return to English
football’s top flight this season provides
Yeung with a platform, but success will require
substantial investment in players.  

In have come Garry O’Connor from

Lokomotiv Moscow for £2.7 million, Stuart
Parnaby from Middlesbrough on a free trans-
fer, Fabrice Muamba from Arsenal, for an
undisclosed fee, Olivier Kapo from Juven-
tus for £3 million, Daniel de Ridder from
Celta Vigo on a free and Franck Queudrue
from Fulham for £2.5 million.

But these are hardly players capable of
turning their new club into possible trophy
hunters, at best Birmingham City look good
enough to avoid relegation.

The takeover of Manchester City by
Thaksin last month has had wide coverage.  

The Thai hired former England manag-
er, Sven-Goran Eriksson, as manager and
the Swede has spent big to bring in the likes
of Rolando Bianchi from Reggina for £8.8
million, Elano from Shakhtar Donetsk for
£8 million, Martin Petrov from Atletico
Madrid for  £4.7 million, Javier Garrido from
Real Sociedad for £1.5 million, and Valeri
Bojinov from Fiorentina, Gelson Fernandes
from FC Sion, and, Vedran Corluka and Di-
namo Zagreb, all for undisclosed fees.

While his record as England manager

was mixed, Man City fans must be hoping that
Eriksson can repeat his successes at club
level.  

The Swede is the only manager to
achieve league and cup doubles in three dif-
ferent countries (in his home country of Swe-
den with IFK Gothenburg, in Portugal with
Benfica and in Italy with Lazio).  

Not unlike Yeung, Thaksin is keen 
to bring players from his home country to the
club. 

With China international Sun Jihai al-
ready in the squad, it was reported two weeks
ago that Thaksin had offered trials to three
Thai Internationals, striker Teerasil Dangda
and defenders Suree Sukha and Kiatprawut
Saiwaeo, all of whom played for their coun-
try in last month’s Asian Cup.  

As a football club, Man City have much
in common with Birmingham City.

Both represent the blue half of a major
English city, they have traditionally played sec-
ond fiddle to their more illustrious neigh-
bours.  

Both clubs have had a tendency to yo-yo

between the top and second tiers.  
Yet, while Birmingham City have had lit-

tle success, Man City have enjoyed some
sparkling seasons, most recently between
1968 and 1976 when they won the title, the
FA Cup, the League Cup (twice) and the
now defunct European Cup Winners’ Cup.  

Man City’s greater heritage as compared
to Birmingham City is reflected in the fact
that they have secured a financial heavy-
weight as their foreign investor.  

A top-half finish must surely be the tar-
get. What both clubs need right now is a pe-
riod of consolidation in the Premiership be-
fore they can hope to win trophies.  

Build on the foundations and they can
then target success. 

Only then can they be effectively mar-
keted in Asia. Right now, Man City looks the
better placed of the two clubs.
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w e e k e n d s p o r t s

TROPHIES WON BY CLUBS IN THE WEST MIDLANDS AND GREATER MANCHESTER METROPOLITAN COUNTIES

West Midlands
Aston Villa 

Birmingham
Coventry
West Brom 
Wolves 

1894, 1896, 1897, 1899, 1900, 1910,
1981 (7)

1920 (1)
1954, 1958, 1959 (3)

1887, 1895, 1897, 1905, 1913, 1920,
1957 (7)

1987 (1)
1888, 1892, 1931, 1954, 1968 (5)
1893, 1908, 1949, 1960 (4)

1961, 1975, 1977, 1994, 1996 (5)

1963 (1)

1966 (1)

1982 (1)

Area/Club English champions FA Cup League Cup European Cup /
Champions League

European Cup 
Winners Cup 

Greater Manchester
Bolton
Bury
Man City 
Man Utd

1937, 1968 (2)
1908, 1911, 1952, 1956, 1957, 1965,
1967, 1993, 1994, 1996, 1997, 1999,
2000, 2001, 2003, 2007 (16)

1923, 1926, 1929, 1958 (4)
1900, 1903 (2)
1904, 1934, 1956, 1969 (4)
1909, 1948, 1963, 1977, 1983, 1985,
1990, 1994, 1996, 1999, 2004 (11)

1970, 1976 (2)
1992, 2006 (2)

1968, 1999 (2)
1970 (1)
1991 (1)

DOLLARS AND SENSE

A TALE OF TWO CITIES
With new Asian owners, Birmingham and Manchester City are thirsty for success

WALK BEFORE YOU RUN Manchester City (in blue) and Birmingham City (in red) need to consolidate before they can think of winning anything. AFP


