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SURELY the powerbrokers that turned Eng-
land’s Division 1 into the English Pre-
miership in the 1992/93 season never imag-
ined how the competition would explode
so successfully and become one of the most
lucrative sports brands in the world.

The Premiership outstrips all other
football league competitions in terms of
revenue, more and more billionaires want
to own English clubs to cash in.

La Liga and Serie A both kicked off last
weekend, but the hype was nowhere close
to what the Premiership enjoyed when the
2007/08 season kicked off on Aug 11.

Throughout the European summer,
and into the start of the new season, the Pre-
miership has dominated football headlines,
first with news of takeovers and transfers,
then with the early form of clubs such as
Manchester United and Tottenham Hot-
spur, and the pressure on managers even
at this early stage of the season.

Just maybe, though, amid all the hype
and glitter and spanking new stadiums, the
Premiership should start to take stock of the
competition.

In 2005/06, the Premiership emerged
top among  the 10 football leagues with the
highest revenues in the world (see table).

Yet, in terms of the Uefa coefficient
used to rank clubs for European competi-
tions for the current season, England 
is only third, behind Spain in first place, and
Italy.  

The coefficient is based on results of
clubs from each country in European com-
petitions over the preceding five seasons.  

While a higher Uefa coefficient arguably
represents a higher quality of clubs in the
top division of that country, despite lying in
third place the Premiership is far ahead at
the top of the revenue ranking.  

Broadcast revenue is a large factor.  
In Deloitte’s Annual Review of Football

Finance, issued on May 31, it was estimat-
ed that Premiership revenues would ex-
ceed 2.5 billion euros ($5.2 billion) this sea-
son, the first year of a new broadcast deal.
The Premier League’s first TV deal with Sky
in 1992 was worth £191 million ($587 mil-
lion) over five seasons.  

The current broadcast deal is worth
£2.7 billion over three years.  

The current state of English club foot-
ball’s top flight is a far cry from the situa-
tion in the 1980s.

After the Heysel Stadium disaster in
1985 and the Hillsborough tragedy in 1989,
English club football was at an all-time low. 

The reforms that followed, including
the improvements to stadia, and ultimate-
ly, the formation of the Premier League,
has spectacularly revived English football,
especially in terms of business organisa-
tion and revenue, if not necessarily in terms
of success on the pitch in Europe.  

English leagues have historical advan-
tages over their European rivals.  

Football as we know it today originated
in England in the 1860s, it has a strong fol-
lowing in several of Britain’s former colonies,
including Singapore and Malaysia.   

It is also a significant advantage that
domestic and international media coverage
of English football is, ordinarily, in English.  

On the field, English football tends to
be fast and physical, sometimes even fre-
netic, which makes for compulsive viewing,
even when the quality of football on display
may at times fall short compared to Italian
or Spanish clubs.  

The Premiership have been most suc-
cessful in marketing themselves in Asia.  

It is estimated that TV audiences for
Premiership matches in China alone are
between 100 and 360 million.  

The strength of English football is re-
flected in the fact that the Championship,
its second tier, is ranked sixth in the world
for total revenue in 2005-06.  

The revenue stream of any league
comes from corporate sponsors and ad-
vertisers, and the fans.  

Fans pay for tickets, TV subscriptions
and club merchandise.  

Which means a significant part of the
Premiership’s increasing revenue will be
borne by the fans, wherever in the world they
may be.  

The Bundesliga provides a useful con-
trast. In April, the BBC said in a report:
“Often lacking the pace and energy of the
Premiership, the big star names of La Liga
or the glamour of Serie A, the Bundesliga
nevertheless has the highest average at-
tendances in Europe and the greatest goals-
per-game ratio of any of the big four leagues.”  

Although the interest generated by the
2006 World Cup in Germany was one fac-
tor, the BBC also put it down to the fact that
German supporters are not exploited.  

Ticket prices at a top Bundesliga club
can be as low as £9.50.  

Average attendances in the Bundesliga
are in fact the second highest for any pro-
fessional sports league in the world, after
the United States’ National Football League
(gridiron). The Premiership is only fourth,
after the Australian Football League (Aussie
Rules football).

Other leagues would like to share, if
not take a slice of, the Premiership’s glob-
al market.  

While there is a lack of real alterna-
tives, the Italian Serie A, the Spanish La Liga,
and American baseball and basketball are
constantly working on their profiles in the
global market.  

As far as the Asian market is concerned,
the J-League have shown that a well-organ-
ised domestic league is capable of com-
peting in the global marketplace.  

Even within England, the lower tiers of
English club football are of sufficient qual-
ity to provide an alternative. 

Much of the current attraction of the
Premiership is the hype that surrounds
players, clubs, owners and managers.  

Television and the press are constant-
ly full of speculation about private lives,
transfers, takeovers and jobs on the line.

If it becomes too expensive for the fans,
will they look elsewhere?    

If the cost of following the Premiership
becomes too great, football fans may start to
look beyond the hype, and go for alternatives.  

The Premiership’s powerbrokers should
be wary of killing the goose that lays the gold-
en egg.  
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ON TOP OF THE WORLD

PREMIERSHIP
RULES, BUT 
IT’S EXPENSIVE

THE RICH LIST THE 10 LEAGUES WITH THE HIGHEST REVENUES
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Premiership
Serie A
Bundesliga
Primera Liga
Ligue 1
The Championship
Primera Division de Mexico
J-League 1
Campeonato Brasileiro Serie A
Eredivisie

England
Italy

Germany
Spain
France

England
Mexico
Japan
Brazil

Holland

20
20
18
20
20
24
18
18
20
18

US$2.6 billion
US$1.8 billion
US$1.6 billion
US$1.4 billion
US$1 billion

US$600 million
US$540 million
US$504 million
US$480 million
US$450 million

LEAGUE COUNTRY NO OF CLUBS TOTAL REVENUE IN 05/06

England’s top flight club football is a spectacular success,
but its powerbrokers must know the competition is not idle

AFP


