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IT MAY not resonate like a Manchester
United-Liverpool clash, the viciousness of
a River Plate and Boca Juniors derby in Ar-
gentina would make the toughest fans from
both clubs wince.

But any Tottenham-Arsenal derby has
its allure; traditionally it is the biggest
match in London every season.

When the two sides meet on Saturday
in a Premiership clash at White Hart Lane,
there will be so much more than bragging
rights at stake.

Arsene Wenger’s Gunners are already
well in the mix in the title race, while Spurs’
Martin Jol, after spending a fortune on new
talent, is fighting to keep his job.

Meetings between the two clubs have
consistently been the biggest fixture in the
capital, but over recent years Arsenal against
Chelsea has been regarded as the top draw
in London.  

Historically, the identity of clubs in the
capital was tied to the part of London where
they were based.   

Yet, in 1913, Arsenal moved from Wool-
wich in south-east London to Highbury in
north-east London, a shift that engendered
a bitter rivalry with Tottenham, who were
already situated in the north-east. 

Arsenal joined the Football League in
1893 and, for a long time, remained the
only London side in the league.  

In 1901, Tottenham lifted the FA Cup
as a Southern League club, the only major
title won by a London outfit until profes-
sional football in England was interrupted
in 1915 by World War I.  

After the war, the First Division was ex-
panded from 20 to 22 clubs for the 1919-20
season. Chelsea, who had finished second
from bottom in the First Division at the end
of the 1914-15 season, were given a reprieve
and allowed to remain in the top flight.  

But Tottenham, who had finished last,
were relegated.

Arsenal finished fifth in the Second Di-
vision but somehow managed promotion,
along with the top two clubs in the second tier.  

Despite allegations of wrongdoing, no il-
legal manoeuvring was established and Ar-
senal have remained in the top flight ever
since, a record unmatched in England.  

The controversy over Arsenal’s pro-
motion (and Tottenham’s relegation) rein-
forced the rivalry between the two clubs and
it has festered ever since.

Professional league football in England
from 1888 until World War I was dominat-
ed by clubs from the north and the midlands.

Clubs in London were no match.
It all changed after the war, as Arsenal

led a charge by London clubs to domestic
league and cup success.

In 1925, they appointed Herbert Chap-
man as manager.

He was the first great football manag-
er in England, having won the league title
with Huddersfield Town in consecutive 

seasons in 1924 and 1925.  
With Arsenal, Chapman won the FA

Cup in 1930 and landed the league title in
1931 and 1933.  

Tragically, he died of pneumonia in
January 1934, months before the Gunners
retained their title.

They repeated the feat the following sea-
son to become only the second English
club to win three successive First Division
crowns, after Huddersfield (1924-‘26).  

In the 1930s, Arsenal were regarded as
the wealthiest football club in England.
Their power and influence extended to per-
suading London Underground to rename
Gillespie Road station as Arsenal in 1932.

Between 1950 and 1977, deadly rivals
Tottenham joined the Gunners in being
entrenched in the top flight.  

In 1961, Spurs became the first English

club to achieve a league and cup double in
the 20th century, soon they were described
as the richest club in England.  

Ten years later, in 1971, Arsenal won
the double.

Chelsea were formed in 1905 by the
owners of the Stamford Bridge ground,
after they failed to persuade Fulham to
move to the stadium.  

Uniquely, they are one of two famous
English clubs that were formed to play at
an empty stadium — the other being Liv-
erpool, born in 1892, after Everton had
moved from Anfield to Goodison Park in re-
sponse to a proposed increase in rent, from
£100 to £250 per year.

Before 2004, Chelsea’s biggest claim to
fame was the one league title won in 1955.  

Since the club’s transformation by Russ-
ian billionaire Roman Abramovich, who

purchased the Blues in June 2003, Chelsea
have won two Premiership crowns and are
now the richest club in the capital.

Today there are five London clubs in the
Premiership — Arsenal, Chelsea, Fulham,
Tottenham and West Ham — and a record
13 in total, if one includes the three divi-
sions of the Football League.  

Eleven of the clubs have at some time
or other played in the top flight.  

However, apart from Arsenal, and more
recently Chelsea, London sides have been
successful mostly in cup competitions,
rather than in the league.  

Picking just two teams from the north,
Liverpool have won England’s biggest prize
a record 18 times and Manchester United
are next on 16. 

Out of London, only Arsenal (13 times),
Chelsea (3) and Tottenham (2) have won the
big prize -- a total of 18 titles, despite being
located in the largest metropolitan area in
England by far.  

Moreover, in Europe’s biggest club
competition, the Champions League, Lon-
don clubs continue to underachieve. 

Arsenal’s defeat to Barcelona last year is
the only time a London outfit has even reached
the final of Europe’s elite club competition.

Much of the blame for the lack of suc-
cess among London clubs can be attributed
to the fact that there are no less than four
sides in the capital capable of sustaining a run
in the Premiership, compared to Glasgow
(Celtic and Rangers), Rome (Roma and Lazio),
Lisbon (Benfica and Sporting Lisbon) and
Munich (Bayern and 1860).

But the growing internationalisation
of football in the capital could propel Lon-
don to the forefront of English football,
ahead of even Liverpool and United.

With Abramovich pulling the strings
Chelsea are striving to become No 1.

Both Chelsea and Arsenal have foreign
managers and coaches, they have figured
prominently in the domestic title race over
the last 10 years and progressed to the lat-
ter stages of the Champions League in re-
cent seasons.  

The internationalisation of London
clubs has now extended beyond Arsenal
and Chelsea, with West Ham bought over
by a consortium led by Icelandic busi-
nessman Eggert Magnusson in January,
while the purchase of Championship club
Queen’s Park Rangers by Formula 1 czar
Bernie Ecclestone and Renault boss Flavio
Briatore, was announced on Sept 1.  

Fans from the capital hope men like
Abramovich, Magnusson and the Eccle-
stone-Briatore tandem can help turn Lon-
don into a European football force, per-
haps like Milan.

For one of the capitals of the world, at
the home of football, the underachievement
among its clubs, both domestically and on the
continent, surely cannot last much longer.
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LONDON CALLING

CAPITAL CLUBS LACK SHINE
Compared to the northern giants, the likes of Arsenal,
Tottenham and Chelsea have underachieved mightily 
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